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Subject: [netways #13188] Nagios Conference Trademark Issues
From: "Julian Hein via RT" <nagioscon@rt2.netways.de>
Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2006 18:04:16 +0100 (CET)
To: nagios@nagios.org

Hi  Et han,

I  not i ced i n your  r ecent  emai l  t hat  t he Ger man Nagi os 
conf er ence s i t e i s  host ed at  t he f ol l owi ng domai ns:   

        ht t p: / / www. nagi osconf er ence. com
        ht t p: / / www. nagi osconf er ence. or g
        ht t p: / / www. nagi osconf er ence. de

Thi s i s  pr obl emat i c  i n r egar ds t o t he Nagi os t r ademar k.   I n 
or der  t o mai nt ai n t he val i di t y  of  t he Nagi os t r ademar k,  I  
need t o make sur e t hat  i t  i s  not  used i n any manner  t hat  may 
be pot ent i al l y  conf usi ng 
t o user s.    

I  woul d suggest  t he f ol l owi ng changes t o aver t  any pot ent i al
pr obl ems:   

1.  Make sur e t he conf er ence i s  cal l ed somet hi ng l i ke " Ger man 
Conf er ence f or  Nagi os User s" ,  " Ger man Conf er ence on Nagi os"  
i n any pr omot i onal  mat er i al  i nst ead of  " Nagi os Conf er ence"  or  
" Nagi os Conf er ence f or  Ger man User s" .   Thi s ensur es t hat  
user s don' t  get  t he i mpr essi on t hat  i t  i s  " t he of f i c i al "  
Nagi os conf er ence,  as t hat  woul d be pr obl emat i c  wi t h r egar ds 
t o t he Nagi os t r ademar k.   The di f f er ence i n t he t i t l e of  t he 
conf er ence appear s subt l e,  but  i s  i mpor t ant  i n r egar ds t o 
t r ademar k l aw.   

2.  Host  t he conf er ence i nf or mat i on on t he Net ways websi t e 
under  a URL l i ke t he f ol l owi ng:   

        ht t p: / / www. net ways. de/ nagi osconf er ence

Doi ng t hi s  makes i t  appar ent  t o user s t hat  t he conf er ence i s  
associ at ed wi t h Net ways,  r at her  t han bei ng an " of f i c i al "  
Nagi os conf er ence t hat  I  am sponsor i ng or  or gani z i ng.   

3.  St op usi ng t he nagi osconf er ence. { or g| com| de}  domai ns t o 
pr omot e t he conf er ence,  as t hi s  woul d be pr obl emat i c  wi t h 
r egar ds t o t he Nagi os t r ademar k.   These domai ns names make i t  
appear  as t hough t he conf er ence i s  an " of f i c i al "  one t hat  i s  
pr omot ed or  sponsor ed by me.   
 Si nce you' ve al r eady used t he domai ns ment i oned i n mar ket i ng 
mat er i al ,  I  woul d be okay wi t h havi ng t hose domai ns 
aut omat i cal l y  r edi r ect i ng t o a URL at  t he Net ways websi t e ( as 
ment i oned above)  f or  a f ew mont hs.   Af t er  t hat  per i od,  t he 
domai n names shoul d be abandoned t o pr event  f ut ur e pr obl ems.   
As an al t er nat i ve I  coul d host  t he nagi osconf er ence. *  domai ns 
and pr omot e t he Ger man conf er ence f or  Nagi os user s on i t .   I  
woul d be happy t o do t hi s ,  and t hi s  woul d avoi d t r ademar k 
i ssues as t hey r el at e t o t he domai ns.   

I  apol ogi ze i f  t hese i ssues cause you any gr i ef .   I  most  
cer t ai nl y  am l ooki ng f or war d t o t he conf er ence and appr eci at e 
al l  t hat  you and t he f ol ks at  Net ways ar e doi ng,  but  I  need 
t o make sur e t he Nagi os t r ademar k r emai ns st r ong and pr ot ect ed.   

FYI ,  I ' l l  be t r avel i ng st ar t i ng t omor r ow af t er noon and won' t  
be back unt i l  Fr i day eveni ng.   I  wi l l  most  l i kel y be unabl e 
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t o access emai l  whi l e t r avel i ng,  but  I  wi l l  r espond t o any 
emai l s  as soon as I  get  back.   

Unt i l  l at er ,  t ake car e and best  of  l uck.

Let  me f i r s t  say,  t hat  I  under st and most  of  your  concer ns and I  am
hoppi ng t o f i nd a sol ut i on her e,  t hat  we bot h can l i ve wi t h and have a
good t i me at  t he conf er ence t oget her .

1)  I t  i s  def i ni t l y  no pr obl em t o make i t  mor e c l ear  and v i s i bl e on t he
websi t e and ot her  mat er i al s ,  t hat  i t  i s  no of f i c i al  conf er ence and you
ar e onl y i nvol ved as a speaker .  I  t hi nk we woul d j ust  cal l  i t  " NETWAYS
Conf er ence f or  Nagi os Pr of essi onal s"  or  somet hi ng el se and put  some
st at ement s on t he websi t e.

2)  I  have some exper i ence i n Ger man t r ademar k l aw as wel l ,  because we
had our  company name,  our  l ogo and some smal l er  s t uf f  r egi st er ed as
t r ademar ks and t her e wer e some ot her  compani es,  us i ng t he same name.  The
f i r s t  t hi ng I  l ear ned i s ,  t hat  t r ademar ks ar e nat i onal  onl y.  An US
t r ademar k i s  compl et l y  usel ess i n Ger many or  ot her  EU cont r i es.  Ther e i s
a company cal l ed net ways i n Aust r i a and I  had no chance of  pr ohi bi t i ng
t hem t o use t he name,  even wi t h us havi ng t he r egi st er ed t r ademar k i n
Ger many and bei ng t he ol der  company.  ( They changed t her e name vol unt ar y
l at er ,  because we own net ways. at  : - ) )

The pr obl em i s  t heor et i cal l y  even bi gger ,  because someone coul d r egi st er
nagi os as a t r edemar k her e and ban us ( net ways and ot her  Ger man
compani es)  f r om usi ng i t .  I  don' t  know about  US t r ademar k l aw,  but  her e
a t r ademar k i s  f or  pr event i ng ot her  t o use t he name.  I f  somet hi ng i s
al r eady put  i nt o c i r cul at i on,  t hi s  pr event s f r om r egi st er i ng i t  as a
t r ademar k.  Maybe i t  woul dn' t  be a bad t hi ng her e,  i f  ever ybody uses t he
name.  Or  you must  r egi st er  nagi os as a t r ademar k i n al l  EU cont r i es.

3)  I  don' t  under st and why nagi osconf er ence. { or g| com| de| net }  i s  a
pr obl em,  whi l e ot her s l i ke nagi os- wi k i . de or  nagi osexchange. or g ar e not ?

Ok,  pl ease don' t  get  me wr ong,  I  def i ni t l y  do not  want  t o of f end you,  I
j ust  t r y  t o under st and i t  a l i t t l e bet t er  and f i nd a compr omi se.  I
def i ni t l y  under st and,  t hat  you need t o pr ot ect  your  t r ademar k and i f  you
i nsi st  on gi v i ng up t he cur r ent  domai ns I  wi l l  do i t .

Maybe you coul d j ust  gi ve us a l i cense as i t  i s  somet i mes done wi t h t he
l i nux t r ademar k.

What  do you t hi nk about  my poi nt s?

Best  and t ake car e,
Jul i an
- -  
Jul i an Hei n                   NETWAYS GmbH
Managi ng Di r ect or              Deut schher r nst r .  47a
Fon. 0911/ 92885- 0              D- 90429 Nür nber g
Fax. 0911/ 92885- 31                                        
j hei n@net ways. de              ht t p: / / www. net ways. de    
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